
Grimm's Law (a) (forms are orthographic)

Sanskrit Greek Latin Gothic English

pad- pod- ped- fōtus foot
pra- pro- pro- fra- fro
nápāt-
'descend-
ant'

nepōs 
'nephew, 
grandson'

(OHG)
nefo

nephew
OE nefa

trī-
/tráyas

treĩs/tría trēs þrija three

tv-am tū (Doric) tv-am þu thou
-ti-
gátis 
'gait'

-ti-
mortis 
'death'

-tis/-sis
básis 
'going'

-th
health, 
truth...

śatám (he-)
katón

centum hunda 
(pl.)

hundred

dáśa déka decem taíhun
[tɛxun]

ten

Campbell 1999:137-8



Grimm's Law (b)  (forms are orthographic)

Sanskrit Greek Latin Gothic English

lūbricus sliupan slip
(Lithu.)

dubùs
diups deep

OE dēop
kánnabis (loanword into PIE?) hemp

d(u)vāā dúo/dúō duo twái 
[twɛː]

two

dánt- odónt- dent- tunþus tooth
véda
'I know'

woīda
'I know'

videō
'I know'

wáit 
[wɛːt]
'I know'

wit 
'to know'

ǰánás génos genus kun-i
'race, tribe'

kin

ǰánu- gónu genū kniu knee
mrr̩ǰ-
'to milk'

(a-)mélgō
'squeeze out'

mulgeō
'I milk'

miluk-s
'milk'

milk
 

Campbell 1999:138-9



Grimm's Law (c)  (forms are orthographic)

Sanskrit Greek Latin Gothic English

bhar- phér- fer- baír-an
[bɛran]

bear (v.)

bhrāātar phrāātēr frāāter brōþar brother
a-bhū-t
'he was'

é-phu 
'I brought 
forth'

fu-it
'he was'

bau-an
[bōan]
'to dwell'

be

dhā-
'put'

ti-thē-mi
'I put'

fē-cī 
'I made'

do 
OE dō-n

dvār- thūār-a for-ēs daúr-
[dor]

door

vidhávā ē-wíthewos
'unmarr. youth'

vidua widuwo widow

haṁs-á-
'swan, goose'

khēn āns-er (German)

Gans
goose

stigh-
'stride'

steíkhō
'I pace'

steigan
[stīgan]
'to climb'

Campbell 1999:140



Exceptions to Grimm's Law?
Sanskrit Greek Latin Gothic English

páś- spec- (OHG)

speh-
spy (?)
'to see'

pū spu- speiw-an
[spīwan]

spew
'to spit'

ạṣtāāu oktō octō ahtáu
[axtau]

eight

nákt- nukt- noct- nahts
[naxts]

night

-ti-
gátis
'gait'

-ti-
mortis
'death'

-tis/-sis
básis
'going'

-t
thrift, 
draught, 
thirst, 
flight, drift

piscis fisks fish
OE fisc

Campbell 1999:141



Grassmann's Law

Sanskrit Greek Gothic English

bōdha peutha biudan bid 'to wake, 
become 
aware'

bandha bindan bind 'to bind'

• Compare these reduplicated forms:

Sanskrit da-dhā-mi 'I put, place'

Greek ti-thē-mi

PIE *dhi-dhē-mi

• Thus, we reconstruct:

*bheudha- 'to wake, become aware'

*bhendh- 'to bind'

Campbell 1999:142



Verner's Law

Sanskrit Greek Latin Gothic English

saptá
...[p]

heptá
...[p]

septem
...[p]

sibun
...[β]

seven
...[v]

pitár-
[p],[t]

patēār
[p],[t]

pater
[p],[t]

fadar
[f],[ð]

father
[f],[ð]1

śatám

...[t]

(he-)
katón
[k],[t]

centum

[k],[t]

hunda (pl)
[x],
[d](<[ð])

hundred
[h](<[x]),
[d](<[ð])

makrós
...[k]
'long, 
slender'

macer
...[k]

(OHG)

magar
meager
...[ɡ]
(<[ɣ])

1 Proto-Germ *[ð] > OE [d] > (14~15c.?) [ð]

Campbell 1999:143; cf. Hock 1986:41-2, OED father


