LING/JAPN 563 — Structure of Japanese

Fall 2023

Japanese consonants and vowels: Example words

Here is a list of words illustrating the (short) vowels and consonants that occur in Japanese.
Sound files (from Vance 2008) are available on Canvas; follow link from “Daily syllabus” web page.

(D Vowel examples
[i]
[e]
[a]
[o]
[w]

[ kami ]
[ kame |
[ kama |
[ kamo |
[ kamu ]

@) Consonant examples

[p]
[t]
[k]
[b]
[d]
[9]

[$]
[s]
[¢]
[¢]
[h]

[ts]
[te]
[dz]
[z]
[dz ]

[ m]
[n]
[ N]

[r]

[w]

[j]

[ pan ]
[ tan ]
[ kan ]
[ ban ]
[ dan ]
[ gan ]

[ duw ]
[sw ]
[gin ]
[¢i]
[ha ]

[ tsw:ka ]
[ teizw ]
[ kidzi ]

[ kwzw ]
[ dzw ]

[ma ]
[na]
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‘deity’
‘turtle’
‘sickle’
‘duck’
‘bite (v.)’

‘bread’
‘defect’
‘can’
‘turn (n.)’
‘level’

‘cancer’

‘minus’
‘vinegar’
‘core’
‘fire’
‘tooth’

‘currency’

‘map’

‘(newspaper) article’
‘kudzu’

‘diagram’

‘interval’

‘name’

(many examples in word-final position; see above)

[ri]
[wa ]

[ja ]
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‘advantage’
‘ring’

‘arrow’




