LING/JAPN 563 - Structure of Japanese Fall 2026
Context: Syntax

e Syntax — the subfield of linguistics that investigates the structure of phrases and
sentences; that is, structure above the word level

- Syntax is highly systematic and regular

- Speakers can create (and understand) new sentences based on their structure

Syntax can help us answer questions like these:

For learners of Japanese

(1) Why is Japanese word order ‘backward’ from that of English?

(2) Why can the phrases in a Japanese sentence occur in so many different orders?
(3) Why can subjects and objects and other phrases be omitted from a sentence?

(4) How does looking at the structure of sentences help us understand when we can use
certain kinds of honorific forms?

Japanese language and linguistic theory

(5) What aspects of the syntactic structure of languages are universal? What aspects
are language-particular?

e Japanese syntax has played a large role in this debate
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