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Activity: Cherokee writing system

(1) Here is a text in the Cherokee language, written in the Cherokee orthography.

Sample text in Cherokee (Printed)

hSL DhB® hRJULAO DI OChdvd OPOSt SGIO
RRT. FrNAW OOLOY LA DI OPZCo0d Dd® B
R dhAQLJNA DOCOP DLOYW Ed.

(2) Here is the same text in an alphabetic system based on the Roman alphabet.
(The ‘v’ is used to spell a central nasalized vowel [ A ], similar to French en.)

Nigada aniyvwi nigegudalvna ale unitloyi unadehna duyugadv
gesvi. Getsinela unadanvtedi ale unotlisadi ale squu
gesv tsunilvwisdanedi anatlinvtlv adanvdo gvdi.

e [s the Cherokee writing system exemplified in (1) an alphabet, a syllabary, or an
alphasyllabary? How do you know?

Translation of the text shown above:

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)
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