
Grimm's Law (a) (forms are orthographic)

Sanskrit Greek Latin Gothic English

pad- pod- ped- fÇtus foot

pra- pro- pro- fra- fro

náp~t- nepÇs (OHG) nephew
'descend- 'nephew,
ant' grandson'

nefo OE nefa

tr§- tre«s/tría tr‘s þrija three
/tráyas

tv-am tã tv-am þu thou
(Doric)

-ti- -ti- -tis/-sis -th
gátis mortis básis health,
'gait' 'death' 'going' truth...

Ñatám (he-) centum hunda hundred
katón (pl.)

dáÑa déka decem taíhun ten
[t�xun]

Campbell 1999:137-8



Grimm's Law (b)  (forms are orthographic)
 

Sanskrit Greek Latin Gothic English

lãbricus sliupan slip
(Lithu.)
dubùs

diups deep
OE d‘op

kánnabis hemp
(May be a loanword into PIE.)

d(u)vá̄ dúo/dúÇ duo twái two
[tw��]

dánt- odónt- dent- tunþus tooth

véda wo§da videÇ wáit wit 
'I know' 'I know' 'I know' 'to know'[w��t]

'I know'

j4ánás génos genus kun-i kin
'race, tribe'

j4ánu- gónu genã kniu knee

mr;j4- (a-)mélgÇ mulgeÇ miluk-s milk
'to milk' 'I milk' 'milk''squeeze out'

Campbell 1999:138-9



Grimm's Law (c)  (forms are orthographic)
 

Sanskrit Greek Latin Gothic English

bhar- phér- fer- baír-an bear (v.)

[b�ran]

bhrá̄tar phrá̄t‘r frá̄ter brÇþar brother

a-bhã-t é-phu fu-it bau-an be
'he was' 'I brought 'he was'

forth'
[bÇan]
'to dwell'

dh~- ti-th‘-mi f‘-c§ do
'put' 'I put' 'I made' OE dÇ-n

dv~r- thú̄r-a for-‘s daúr- door
[dor]

vidháv~ vidua widuwo widow‘-wíthewos
'unmarried
youth'

ham0 s-á- kh‘n ~ns-er goose
'swan, goose'

(German)
Gans

stigh- steíkhÇ steigan
'stride' 'I pace' [st§gan]

'to climb'

Campbell 1999:140



Exceptions to Grimm's Law?
 

Sanskrit Greek Latin Gothic English

páÑ- spec- spy (?)(OHG)
speh- 'to see'

pã spu- speiw-an spew
[sp§wan] 'to spit'

a-s-tá̄u oktÇ octÇ ahtáu eight
[axtau]

nákt- nukt- noct- nahts night
[naxts]

-ti- -ti- -tis/-sis -t
gátis mortis básis thrift
'gait' 'death' 'going' draught

thirst
flight
drift

piscis fisks fish
OE fisc

Campbell 1999:141


