
Prescriptivist discussion of Latin spelling
Data and description excerpted from Campbell (2004)

The Appendix Probi (‘Appendix of  Probus’) was compiled in the 3rd–4th century CE.  It lists 227 
Latin words.  These examples are of  the form X non Y, that is, ‘X not Y,’ where the scribe 
considers the ‘X’ form ‘correct’ and the ‘Y’ form ‘incorrect’.

For this exercise, assume that the forms on the left of  non represent conservative and thus older 
pronunciations and that the forms on the right of  non correspond to later pronunciations which 
result from changes in the language.
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