
Let’s Compare European listeners’ rankings

based on two different qualities: 

SPEECH RATE RECOGNIT ION RATE   L1  COMMUNITY  S IZE

What factors impact these rankings?

IS ONE LANGUAGE

BETTER THAN ANOTHER?

KEY TAKEAWAYS!

BEAUTY

1 . FRENCH

2 . ENGL ISH

3 . I TAL IAN

How fast  nat ive

speakers talk

How recognizable the

spoken language is  to

the European l i s teners

How large the spoken

langage community

s ize is

ORDERL INESS

1 . ENGL ISH

2 . GERMAN

3 . UKRANIAN

L i s tener  rank ings  vary

based on  what  qua l i t y

you  ask  about–  no  one

language ranks  on  top

every  t ime.

I t ’ s  not  ju s t  aud i to ry

fac to r s  in f luenc ing

these  rank ings  –  soc ia l

fac to r s  do,  too.

NEXT  T IME  YOU START  TO MAKE  A  JUDGEMENT  ON

WHICH LANGUAGE IS  “BET TER ,”  REMEMBER  THE

SOCIAL  FACTORS  THAT  ARE  INFLUENCING YOUR

DECIS ION!

BEAUTY ORDERL INESS

ORDERL INESS

BEAUTY

&

(AUDI TORY) (SOCIAL) (SOCIAL)



SOURCE:

KOGAN,  V I TA  &  RE I TERER ,  SUSANNE.  2021 .  EROS ,

BEAUTY,  AND PHON-AESTHET IC  JUDGEMENTS  OF

LANGUAGE SOUND.  WE  L IKE  I T  F LAT  AND FAST,  BUT  NOT

MELODIOUS .  COMPARING PHONET IC  AND ACOUST IC

FEATURES  OF  16  EUROPEAN LANGUAGES .  FRONT IERS  IN

HUMAN NEUROSCIENCE  15 .


