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Describe the difference in taste
between Pepsi and Coke




Linguistic Relativity: Our language affects
how we think

& A a



Linquistic Relativity: Our language affects
how we think
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How do we study this?




Let’s test it out...

On the next slide, we'll show one block of color for 5
seconds.

Then, we will take a 10 second break before we show
you two more blocks of colors.

Your job is to determine which color in slide two is ¢

most similar to the singular color block you were first
shown.



Let's test it out...
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Let's test it out...




Study Methodology

A B Example A: *Across (Green/Blue): The matching
colors were across English color rules (e.g., one green,
one blue)

Example B: *Within (Green/Blue): The matching
colors were within a single English color rule (e.g.,

both green)

*They were both considered one color in Berinmo

**Across (Nol/Wor): The matching colors were across
Berinmo color rules (e.g., one nol, one wor)

Green v Blue (English) Green (English)

**Within (Nol/Wor): The matching colors were within
a single Berinmo color rule (e.g., both nol)

**They were both considered one color in English
Nol (Berimno) Nol v Wor (Berinmo)




Results

English

Il Cross (Green—Blue)
[ Within (Green—Blue)
[ Cross (Nol-Wor)
[ Iwithin (Nol-Wor)
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Results

English Berinmo

Il Cross (Green—Blue)
[ Within (Green—Blue)
[ Cross (Nol-Wor)
[ Iwithin (Nol-Wor)

Proportion correct
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Results

English Berinmo

Il Cross (Green—Blue)
[ Within (Green—Blue)
"I Cross (Nol-Wor)
[ Iwithin (Nol-Wor)
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Green v Blue (English) Green (English)

Proportion correct

0.4 0.4
Nol (Berimno) Nol v Wor (Berinmo) Empirical Empirical

Notice: Participants performed better when the two colors theyatere shown have @
different words (green vs. blue or nol vs. wor)




Why do we care?




Key Takeaways

® People notice and describe colors based on the words their language has for them.
® Language guides our thoughts but doesn’t control them.

® Language shapes our perception, but human thinking is also universal across cultures.
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