218 PHONCLOGY 1

initial medial final

ipl vs. fbf
N vs. [1f

8. List three pairs of words that demonstrate that the tense/lax distinction is contrastive
for English vowels. What problem do pairs of words such as these present to a native
speaker of Spanish learning English?

9, Consider the distribution of [I] and [I'] in Russian. Do they represent two different
phonemes, or are they allophones of a single phoneme? Argue for your answer, either
by citing (near-)minimal pairs from the data, or by describing the distributions of
the two sounds. (Data courtesy of Maria Gouskova.)

words with [1] words with [1']
lat agreement mil of miles
gala gala nebil imaginary tale
polka shelf lat demon
mel chalk Lot ice
pol floor mol’ moth
pol'ka polka

10. In Farsi, spoken in and around Iran, the trill [r], voiceless trill [r], tap [r], and retroflex
approximant [1] are all in complementary distribution and form one phoneme. Describe
the distribution of each allophone. (Data courtesy of Narges Mahpeykar.)
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