
Kinship terms and honorifics
Kinship terms

Set #1 Set #2 gloss

(a) titi o-too-san ‘father’

(b) haha o-kaa-san ‘mother’

(c) ani o-nii-san ‘older brother’

(d) ane o-nee-san ‘older sister’

(e) otooto otooto-san ‘younger brother’

(f) imooto imooto-san ‘younger sister’

(g) ozi ozi-san ‘uncle’

(h) oba oba-san ‘aunt’

(i) sohu o-zii-san ‘grandfather’

(j) sobo o-baa-san ‘grandmother’

 

• In what circumstances are the terms in Set #1 used?

• What about Set #2?

Implications:

• The morphemes o-, -san are known as honorific morphemes

• Under what social circumstsances are (one or both of) these morphemes used to refer to 
family members?
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