Syllable-final nasals in Japanese

The hiragana symbol <A > is used to spell a nasal sound that appears in syllable-final position
(more about syllables coming soon). However, from the perspective of phonetics, there are many
different pronunciations associated with this spelling.

(Data from Vance 2008)

«  How should we phonetically transcribe the sound spelled by <A > in each case?

« Are these different surface realizations of <A > in predictable (complementary) distribution?
If so, how can we describe the relevant environments?

+ (Advanced question): How should we label this phoneme? Is /n/ a good choice? Why or
why not?

(D spelling hiragana spelling phonetic transcription gloss
== S AIEL [ sa pakw ] ‘three nights’
=# XAR [ sa w | ‘three copies’
=% AL [ sa o | ‘third class’
=E XAY [ sa do ] ‘three degrees’
== APV [ sa__ Kkai] ‘three times’
=5 AT [ sa o] ‘three number’ (“number three”)
@) spelling hiragana spelling phonetic transcription gloss
=% XAFEW [ sa___mai ] ‘three sheets’
=4 S ARA [sa___ne(__)] ‘three years’
3) spelling hiragana spelling phonetic transcription gloss
=i XADD [sa__ tsw:] ‘three letters’
=+ XAEA [sa__dze(__)] ‘three thousand’
=k EAB LD [sa___fteor] ‘three trillion’
=K AL [ sa__ dzi ] ‘three o’clock’
4) spelling hiragana spelling phonetic transcription gloss
=58 XABW [sa___rwi] ‘third base’
(5) spelling hiragana spelling phonetic transcription gloss
= XA [sa___] ‘three’
| XA [jo___] ‘four’



(6) spelling hiragana spelling phonetic transcription gloss
=fI AW [sa__i] ‘third rank’
=M SARA [sa__e(__)] ‘three yen’
=T URT EADARD [sa__a(__)pea] ‘three amperes’
=& SABL [ sa___okw | ‘three hundred million’
=F SAD [sa___w] ‘three (Buddhist) worlds’
(7) spelling hiragana spelling phonetic transcription gloss
=Y—F SAR—Y [ sa___ja:do ] ‘three yards’
=% XADD [ sa___wari ] ‘three tenths’
(8)  spelling hiragana spelling phonetic transcription gloss
74 —F XASZwW—C [jo___diito ] ‘four feet’
PR FAZW [jo___sai] ‘four years old’
E FALEXD [jo___co:] ‘four chapters’
mE FAD %L [jo__ cjaku ] ‘four hundred’
PaAR XAV [jo___hai] ‘four cupfuls’



