
Structure of Japanese   Tu Mar 16

• Midterm info and review
• In-group/out-group
• Dimensions of “politeness”

Background:

• Information and review guide for midterm exam
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0.  Course information:  checking in

• Any questions about the final project (so far)?

• Any questions about the structure or timing of the 
midterm exam?
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0.  Today’s plan

• By request:  review topics for midterm exam

• Some background concepts for Japanese 
sociolinguistics:
- In-group/out-group
- Dimensions of politeness
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1.  Review topics for midterm

• As submitted on Padlet

• Any additional requests?
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2.  Kinship terms and honorifics

• Data set - Kinship terms and honorifics
- In what contexts are kinship terms with 

honorifics used?
- Is there a way to generalize over these contexts?
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https://users.castle.unc.edu/~jlsmith/ling563/datasets/kin-terms.pdf


2.  Kinship terms and honorifics

• Data set - Kinship terms and honorifics
- In what contexts are kinship terms with 

honorifics used?
- Is there a way to generalize over these contexts?

• Handout - In-group and out-group   
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https://users.castle.unc.edu/~jlsmith/ling563/handouts/16_in-group_out-group.pdf
https://users.castle.unc.edu/~jlsmith/ling563/datasets/kin-terms.pdf


3.  Dimensions of politeness

• Data set - Verbs meaning ‘go’
- How are these verbs different?
- When are they used?
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https://users.castle.unc.edu/~jlsmith/ling563/datasets/going-verbs.pdf


3.  Dimensions of politeness

• Data set - Verbs meaning ‘go’
- How are these verbs different?
- When are they used?

• Handout - Dimensions of politeness
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https://users.castle.unc.edu/~jlsmith/ling563/handouts/17_politeness-dimensions.pdf
https://users.castle.unc.edu/~jlsmith/ling563/datasets/going-verbs.pdf


4.  Background for Japanese sociolinguistics

• Many aspects of Japanese sociolinguistics
- language and gender identity
- language and socioeconomic class
- shifting language use in different contexts
- ...

are related to these concepts:
- Distinguishing in-group and out-group
- Calibrating dimensions of politeness
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